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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Staff member searching for trapped hurricane victims
"The pictures on television don't do it justice; you can't imagine the
devastation. New Orleans is destroyed - wiped out."
Mike Spofford, a maintenance mechanic in
Facilities Services, tried to describe what he saw
in New Orleans . Spofford, who has worked at
Grand Valley for 25 years, is also an EMT specialist with Emergency Medical Services in
Muskegon. He, along with six others in his unit,
arrived in New Orleans September 5 to help with
emergency medical work.
Mike Spofford

"We're here to care for and transport the sick
and injured as search and rescue teams find them and get them out,"
Spofford said. "The day we arrived, we assisted two people who had
been in their home since the hurricane hit."
Spofford said search and rescue teams are traveling from home to home
searching for people . His unit is helping where it is most needed , not
just in New Orleans. The 51-year-old is keeping a journal and taking
pictures so he can share the experience with his wife, five children and
grandchildren. He is expected to be on duty for up to 30 days.

Photo by Courtney Ne wbauer

Pictured are some of the items collected for Hurricane Katrina victims
in the Student Life office. Cold weather clothes and toiletries can be
brought to the Children 's Center or the Women's Center through
September 16.

Grand Valley is among many colleges and universities admitting qualified students whose college attendance is affected by Hurricane Katrina.

provost and dean of Academic Affairs. "We are pleased to be able to
accommodate as many students as possible and to do our part to help
students in the aftermath of this terrible disaster."

"When we got that first call from a student who was supposed to go to
Tulane University, we knew we had to help," said Lynn Blue, vice

see 'Donations' on page 2

···--------------------------

Jellema joins United Way campaign as co-chair
When Grand Valley's annual United Way campaign begins next month, Jon Jellema , associate vice president of Academic Affairs , will be
one of the people leading the charge.
Jellema said he hopes Grand Valley donors
make a unified effort, noting that in 2004,
Heart of West Michigan United Way investments generated an additional $11.7 million
from federal, state and local resources. That
means ever dollar that was invested last year
helped to generate $1 .45 in additional
resources .
"As an academic community that is part of a
larger community, we can make a significant
impact," he said. "That's what United Way
allows us to do ." Jellema is co-chair of the
campaign, working with Marlene KowalskiBraun, director of the Women's Center. Grand
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Valley facu lty
and staff will
have the opportunity to give to
United Way during the annual
campaign ,
which this
year runs
October 3-14 .
Jellema said that
Jon Jellema
donations to
United Way are then funneled to the best community service organizations.
"United Way screens the agencies that apply
for funds," Jellema said. "Agencies need to
demonstrate that they have a solid program
that ties in to the community needs. If you

pass that screening and get the money, you are
held accountable at the end of it."
By giving to United Way, Grand Valley donors
can be assured that their gifts will have a huge
impact in the local community, Jellema said.
And for people concerned about the victims of
Hurricane Katrina, the United Way has set up
a response fund. Donations to that fund will be
allocated for both front-line disaster relief and
long-term recovery needs as determined by
local United Ways in affected areas.
United Way partners with organizations like
the American Red Cross and the Salvation
Army and foc uses much effort on disaster preparedness and response . Grand Valley employees will be able to designate donations directly

see 'United Way ' on page 3
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Across Campus
A strong supporter of alumni programs, Hosford helped lead the successful Capital Campaign for the Alumni House in 1998. His twin sons, Dan
and Tom , are both GVSU graduates and members of the national champion 2002 and 2003 Laker football teams.

Hosford will receive alumni service award
Jamie Hosford, '77, will receive the 2005
Alumni Association Alumni Service Award for
his support and service to Grand Valley.

YMCA seeks mentors
President Mark A . Murray will present the
award to Hosford during the October 1 football
game against Wayne State University.
Hosford was an All-American football player
and wrestler at Grand Valley. He is a charter
member of the GVSU Football Alumni
Association and currently serves as the group's
president.

The David D . Hunting YMCA is seeking volunteers for its mentor program .
Mentors are asked to work with kids once a week for 45 minutes.
Activities could include reading, making art projects or helping with
homework. The YMCA is near the Pew Grand Rapids Campus on Lake
Michigan Drive.

Jamie Hosford

Two training sessions are planned for mentors: September 13 and 22,
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Lunch will be provided . Contact Jennifer Thill at
855-9669 for more information or to register.

As assistant superintendent for human resources at Rockford Public
Schools , Hosford has partnered with the College of Education 's Alumni
Association for presentations and roundtable discussions. He has also
served as an adjunct instructor.

···---------------------------Donations for hurricane victims accepted at two locations
continued from page 1
Late fees will be waived for the displaced students because of the circumstances of their late
registration. They will be classified as guest students, which means they are at Grand Valley to
take some classes and will likely transfer those
credits at a future date .

There is a university Web site,
www.gvsu.edu/katrina, which provides details on
activities taking place on and off campus. This
site will be updated frequently and will be the
best source of local information. The site also
contains links to a number of national organizations that provide direct assistance.
In other related news:

"Our mai n goal is to be flexible with these students who are in dire need," said Jodi Chycinski ,
director of Admissions at Grand Valley. "We will
work with them to enroll in classes so they lose
as little academic time as possible."

• The Women's Center and the Children 's Center
are collecting toiletries and cold weather clothes
through Friday, September 16. Drop-offs can be
made at either location . Mary Ann Krause ,
Children's Center director, said the donations

would be taken to the former YMCA on Leonard
Street in Grand Rapids, now home to hurricane
evacuees.
• Students sponsored a fundraiser, with proceeds
going to hurricane victims, on September 10 at
Robinson Field. The AP Committee and COT
Association gathered personal care items for distribution to victims . WGVU Television and
Radio joined Michigan 's public and commercial
broadcasters in a fundraising telethon on
September 9.

•••
FORUM
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Laker life

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221 .
Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum .
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution .

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily onli ne publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu .edu/

GVNOW

Photo by Courtney Newbauer

New students learn about campus organizations during Campus Life Night on
September 6. Pictured is the table staffed by the College Democrats.
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What's Ahead
'War and Empire'
debate moved

Leadership." The former professor of movement science now oversees student issues and
policies within the Provost's Office .

To accommodate a larger audience, the
Hauenstein Center 's "War and Empire"
debate on Wednesday, September 14, has
been moved to DeVos Place in Grand
Rapids.

The program starts at 12:15 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center, room 204. Light refreshments will be
served . RSVP for the event by calling the
Women 's Center at xl2748 or sending an email to womenctr@gvsu.edu.

The debate between Arianna Huffington and
Victor Davis Hanson will begin at 8 p.m. It
will be stremed live on the Internet, available free at www.gvsu.edu.

Art reception scheduled
at Women's Center

Giardina will speak at
Women's Reception
Nancy Giardina, assistant vice president for
Academic Affairs, will give the keynote address
at the 2005 Women's Welcome Reception.
The reception , scheduled for Thursday,
September 15 , serves
as a kickoff for the
new academic year
and supports the university's community
of women. It's sponsored by the Women 's
Commission with
support from the
Nancy Giardina
Women 's Center,
Office of Planning and Equity, Positive Black
Women and Women and Gender Studies
Program.
Giardina wi ll speak on "Building a Community
of Women: Providing Opportunities for

Ten artists will share their thoughts on their artwork at the annual Women 's Center Art
Reception , 1-2 p.m . on Thursday, September
15, in the Women 's Center, Kirkhof Center,
room 161.
A juried panel chose work by students Lauren
DalPonte, Mya Eveland, Hankondo Sibalwa,
Sarah Van Otterloo , Samantha Oprea and Sara
Wassenaar; staff member Kim L. Ranger; and
community members Susan Burton, Chuck
Losey and Claire O ' Neill.

Faculty panel discussion
planned for
Constitution Day
Grand Valley's Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies will celebrate Constitution
Day by showing a civil rights documentary that
will be facilitated by a faculty panel discussion.
The event will be Monday, September 19, from
1:30-3:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. The
PBS documentary Mississippi: America , which
focuses on the coalitions that worked to secure

Faculty and Staff Sketches

Last year, President Bush signed a bill establishing Constitution Day and requesting educational programs in all federally funded institutions .
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center, said the event is a good opportunity for
students, faculty and staff members to learn
more about the country's freedom charter.
"The timing regarding the Voting Rights Act
couldn't be better, since our nation just celebrated the 40th anniversary of the act, and it is
up for reauthorization in 2007 ," he said.

Registration begins for
grant writing workshops
David Bauer, consultant and author, returns to
campus in October to lead two grant writing
workshops sponsored by Graduate Studies and
Grants Administration.
Registration is underway for "Corporate and
Foundation Grant Writing" on October 14 and
"Government Grant Writing" on October 15.
Registration forms are available online at
www.gvsu.edu/gsga , click on "About the Grant
Workshops ." For more information, call
xl7105.
Bauer has presented workshops at Grand Valley
since 2001. He is the author of several books,
including The 'How To ' Grants Manual .

···--------------------------

In the News

Sketches

Nancy Harper , director of ALERT Labs, was
interviewed by Booth Newspapers for a story
about college drinking and social norms .

Marshall Battani , assistant professor of sociology, wrote a chapter, "Photography 's Decline
into Modernism: In Praise of Bad
Photographs," in Visual Worlds . He also gave a
presentation, "How to Pose Photographs: One
Sociological Contribution to Visual Studies ," at
the American Sociological Association Annual
Meetings in Philadelphia.

Steven Hecht, associate professor of biology,
was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13
about water quality in New Orleans and the
Gulf Coast.

voting rights for African Americans in the
1960s , will air. Three faculty members Steven Robbins, liberal studies; Anthony
Travis , history ; and Jennifer Stewart, sociology
- will participate in a panel discussion .

Kathryn Remlinger , associate professor of
English, wrote an article, "Language and
Gender Matters in the Classroom ," for
Language in the Schools: Integrating Linguistic
Knowledge in K-12 Teaching. She also gave
presentations, "A Regional Dialect: The
Influence of Finnish on English in the Copper
Country," at the Grand Finn Fest held at
continues on page 4

•••
United Way drive begins in October
continued from page 1
to the Katrina Response Fund through convenient payroll deduction. The Heart of West
Michigan United Way based in Grand Rapids has
set aside $20,000 for the Katrina relief effort.

iting professor of English education and has
held a variety of different academic and administrative responsibilities at the university. For
six years , he worked in the state Legislature as
a representative, and when he returned to Grand
Valley he served as dean of the Arts and
Humanities division.

"People in West Michigan tend to be very generous people . They're generous with their time
and they're generous with their money, so long
as they know that it's going toward a specific
good," Jellema said .

Jellema has a long history of public service.
While serving as the president of the school
board in Grand Haven , he discovered how difficult it was to get assistance for people in need .

Jellema came to Grand Valley in 1972 as a vis-

"At times it was difficult to get help to kids
who needed it," Jellema said. "The kid might

need shoes, and that same kid might need dental work and the same kid might have a fami ly
that needs counseling."
To help with that , Jellema founded an organization called North Ottawa Area Community
Coalition that coordinated agencies to work
cooperatively and to make it possible for fami lies to receive the help.
Jellema also served on the board of the Greater
Ottawa County United Way, spearheading a
county-wide needs assessment survey.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Mon., Sept. 12
7-9 p.m.: Women's Center presentation: Women
at Ground Zero. Grand River Room , KC. Call
xl2748 for more information.
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series: Dale Schriemer
performs Schumann's "Dichterliebe" with
Robert Byrens , pianist. Sherman Van
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call xl3484 for
more information.

Tues., Sept. 13
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Retirement Individual Counseling
Appointments. 42 KC. Contact Diane
Frederick, 800-842-2044 , ext. 1409, for more
information.

Contact University Box Office at xl2300 for
ticket information.

1-3 p.m.: Women's Center Art Reception . 161
KC. Call xl2748 for more information.
3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: Silvia Rossbach of
WMU. Lake Michigan Center, Muskegon.
Call xl3854 for more information.

Wed., Sept. 14
8:30 a.m .-3 p.m.: Retirement Individual
Counseling Appointments. 488C DEV.
Contact Diane Frederick , 800-842-2044, ext.
1409, for more information.
12 noon: Autumn Health Forum: Meditation ,
Stress and the Brain. Loosemore Auditorium ,
DEV. Call xl7180 for more information .
12 noon-I p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown
Bag Series: Alzheimer's and Caregiving . 201
KC. Call xl2215 for registration information .
8 p.m .: Hauenstein Center's War and Empire
Series: Debate between Victor Davis Hanson
and Ariana Huffington . De Vos Place. Call
xl2770 to RSVP. Live on the Internet at
www.gvsu.edu .

5-7 p.m.: Intercultural Student Reception. Grand
River Room, KC. Call xl2177 for more
information .

Fri., Sept. 16
7:30 a.m.: Johnson Center Series: Governing
Nonprofits for Success. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl 7585 for more
information.
7:30 a.m .: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E
DeVos. Call xl7337 for more information .

Sports
Home games only.

Thurs., Sept. 15

Sat., Sept. 17

7:30 a.m .: Seidman Alumni Association
Breakfast Series: David Van Andel , "VAi:
The Present and Future Promise." Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl7100 for more
information .

1 p .m.: Women's Soccer hosts Lewis University.

12 noon-I p.m.: Work Life Connections Brown
Bag Series: Alzheimer's and Caregiving.
391C DEV. Call xl2215 for registration
information.
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration: Van Cliburn
Medalist Concert Series featuring Chu-Fang
Huang; reception follows. LAT, PAC.

12 noon-1:30 p.m.: Women 's Commission Fall
Welcome Reception. Pere Marquette Room ,
KC. Call xl2748 to RSVP.

12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC . Call
xl2204 for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3
Northern Michigan University, and "Identity,
Language Attitudes, and Gender in Folk
Perceptions of Regional Dialects ," at the
Methods in Dialectology XII held at the
University of Moncton in Moncton, New
Brunswick.
Tim Fisher, assistant professor of art and
design , won grand prize for his painting ,
"Limbo," at the West Michigan Area Show held
at the Kalamazoo Institute of the Arts. He also
won third prize for his painting, "Day
Dreaming," at the West Michigan Art
Competition held at the Muskegon Art Museum.
His work is currently on exhibit at Elon
University in North Carolina.
Richard Jelier, associate professor of public
and nonprofit administration , wrote a book chapter, "United Growth: Rural and Urban Land Use
Strategy in West Michigan ," in Partnerships for
Smart Growth, University-Community
Collaboration for Better Public Places .
Linda Rynbrandt , associate professor of sociology, presented a paper, "Family Values: Teaching
Sociology of Family classes During the Culture

Sun., Sept. 18
1 p.m .: Women 's Soccer hosts University of
Wisconsin-Parkside .

···---------------------------

Wars ," at the annual meeting of the Society for
the Study of Social Problems in Philadelphia.
Conference and Event Planning staff members
Mindy Kalinowski Earley and Kathleen M.
Wright received Certified Meeting Professional
certification , as awarded by the Convention
Industry Council , after passing the application
and examination process.
Michael Webster, associate professor of
Engli sh, gave a presentation , "Pound Teaching
Cummings; Cummings Teaching Pound," at the
Ezra Pound and Education Conference held at
Hamilton College and Colgate University.
Engineering faculty members Andrew Sterian ,
Bruce Dunne and Andrew Blauch gave a presentation, "The Case for Computer Programming
Instruction for All Engineering Disciplines," at
the American Society for Engineering Education
national conference in Portland, Oregon .
Don Uzarski , assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute , received a Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality grant to
study the effects of coastal wetland fragmentation on plant, fish and invertebrate community
composition.

Michael P. Lombardo , professor of biology,
was a co-author on the poster, "Tree Swallow
Females Do Not Adjust Provisioning to
Compensate for Handicapped Males ," at the
annual meeting of the Animal Behavior Society
in Snowbird, Utah.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement
science, was appointed as chair of the Program
Accreditation Review Panel for the National
Council for the Accreditation of Coaching
Education .
Yvette Fuentes , assistant professor of Modem
Languages and Literatures, gave a presentation ,
"Feminine Spaces and Transnationality: Gender
and Nationality in Loynaz's Jardfn ," at the
Caribbean Migrations: Negotiating Borders conference held at Ryerson University in Toronto.
John Schuster-Craig, professor of music , gave
a presentation , "The Composer and His Model s:
The Second Movements of Sir Michael Tippett 's
Double Concerto and Beethoven 's Op . 95," at
the fourth biennial International Conference on
20th-Century Music in Brighton , England .

